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SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS OF BIBLE CLUBS 
USING THE OUTLINE COURSES 

The family as an institution and its contribution to the development 
of the human race depends for its existence not upon legislation but 
upon the ideals of the individual. Attempts may be made to regulate the 
preservation of the family by the state, but in the highest sense the family 
exists because of the protection, happiness, and satisfaction which member- 
ship in the family brings to its members. The children of the present are 
the parents of the future, and according to their ideals will the family life 
of the future develop. Can anything be more important therefore, than 
that the parent of today should understand and appreciate the Christian 
ideal of the family, except that in the children of today should be instilled 
an attitude of reverence for family ties and joy in the discharge of the 
obligations of the family ? Leaders of classes studying the "Social and 
Ethical Teaching of Jesus" may secure help from the Club Leader's 
Exchange conducted by Georgia Louise Chamberlin in the Biblical 
World. 

the social and ethical teaching of jesus 1 

Happiness is one of the legitimate quests of the individual. As a 
rule the happy man contributes to the uplifting of the community and 
to the progress of his generation more materially than he who is soured 
and sullen, and in the ideal family is the highest happiness. It is 
worth while, therefore, to help young people to find the highest ideal of 
marriage and the family, and to prepare for the obligations which they 
will in due time, not heedlessly, but hopefully prayerfully, and sacredly 
assume. From the ideal families come the best contribution of young 
manhood and womanhood, to do their part in carrying on the world's 
work and to assume their share in bringing into existence the best type of 
human beings. The attitude which young people assume toward the 
divorce question is almost always the result of some knowledge which 
they have of a particular case of divorce. The larger aspect of the 
problem and its relation to society as a whole does not reach them. The 

1 A course book may be secured from the American Institute of Sacred Literature 
— The Social and Ethical Teaching of Jesus, by Shailer Mathews. 50 cents, 4 cents 
postage. 
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teaching of Jesus helps us to formulate not only principles of judgment 
for individual cases but ideals relating to the whole question of the 
family. 

A program which will afford a foundation for work will be: (1) A 
study of the status of the family in the first Christian century, among 
Jews and gentiles. (2) The influence of Jesus' transfiguration of the 
family as a type of the kingdom of God. (3) Jesus' conception of the 
mutual obligations of the members in the family. (4) The bearing of 
Jesus' attitude toward children, upon our duty to children who are 
without family ties. 

Subject for Discussion. — Does the state and the church, or do both, 
create ideals on the subject of the family ? Illustrate. 

In preparation for the second meeting a questionnaire as follows may 
be distributed. The topics which the leader deems most important in 
their bearing on his own community may be assigned for special report 
to selected members of the class. The others will remain for general 
discussion. 

1. What are the customs of courtship in the locality and community? 
What is faulty in them ? 

2. Has the church any rule of discipline on the subject ? 

3. Does the law of the state offer any regulation of the social relation of 
the sexes previous to marriage ? 

4. Can anything be done by the class to produce a purer, more sober, and 
rational custom in the neighborhood ? 

5. Would a fashion of "chaperonage" be advisable? 

6. What is the law of marriage in your own state ? 

7. What license is required, and how is it obtained ? 

8. What record is made of marriages in the county? How many mar- 
riages are not recorded ? How many ministers and others officiating neglect 
to return certificates for record? Information can be obtained of the register- 
ing clerk. 

9. What persons and officials are authorized to perform the legal ceremony ? 

10. Among the cases of divorce which have come to your own notice which 
one do you think could have been avoided by (a) less haste to marry, (6) 
higher moral standards in the community ? 

11. What was Jesus attitude toward marriage after divorce ? 

12. Can you trace any good or evil spiritual consequences of the physical 
surroundings of the particular families ? Bring these to the attention of the 
class. 

13. Do you know of any dwellings which are unfit for human habitation ? 
Discuss ways of improving the conditions. 
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14. Has your community any ideal of duty on the subject of dwellings? 
What evidence have you for your opinion ? 

15. How far are the problems of the church becoming complicated by the 
entrance of women into industrial life ? 

16. Are there any families in your community where industrial conditions 
prevent ideal family life? 

17. Give ways in which the general life of your community might be 
bettered by the application of the principles of Jesus. 

REFERENCE READING 

Mathews, The Church and the Changing Order, pp. 200-7; Chadwick, 
Social Relationships in the Light of Christianity, pp. 12-17, 102-17, 174-87, 
267-71; Hall, Social Solutions, pp. 282-94; Mathews, Social Teaching of 
Jesus, chap, iv; Peabody, Jesus Christ and the Social Question, chap, iii; Hen- 
derson, Social Duties, chaps, ii and iii. 

Articles will be found in Hastings' Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels on the 
following topics: "Family," "Divorce," "Marriage," "Children," "Woman"; 
also in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, both one- and four-volume editions. 

THE ORIGIN AND RELIGIOUS TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS 2 

The work for this month falls very clearly into two sections. The 
first will be devoted to the work of the prophet Ezekiel, a part of whose 
activities were pre-exilic and contemporaneous with the work of Jere- 
miah, and the remainder post-exilic. The second chapter will be occu- 
pied with chaps. 40-66 of Isaiah in which the thought is entirely that 
of the post-exilic prophets. 

The historical setting must begin with the earlier Captivity, when 
Jehoiachim, his court, and thousands of his subjects were carried to 
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar and settled in a colony on the river Chebar. 
Babylon is now the basis of activity and men outside Jerusalem, although 
of Hebrew blood, are anxiously watching the fortunes of the city. The 
leader of the class must take great pains to transfer the thought of the 
class to this new Babylonian environment, political, social, and religious. 
His great task will be to present in contrast with this environment the 
beliefs and ambitions of the religious leaders in the Hebrew colony. 
The effect which the fall of Jerusalem had upon the conception of Jeho- 
vah held by the captives, should be clearly pointed out. In connection 
with the study of Isa., chaps. 40-66, it is especially necessary that the 
class be guided into an approximate comprehension of the world powers 
by which Babylon was confronted and the rapid changes which marked 

2 A course book may be secured from the American Institute of Sacred Literature, 
The Origin and Religious Teaching of the Old Testament Books, by Georgia Louise 
Chamberlin. 50 cents, 4 cents postage. 
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the period. Maps, charts, encyclopedias, histories, biographies should 
all be used freely. 

The first program may be: (1) Ancient Babylon, (a) its external 
features, (b) its religious and social life, (c) its political ambitions and 
great leaders. (2) The Jewish colony in Babylon, (a) the character of 
its inhabitants, (b) its hopes, (c) its interpretation of the Captivity as 
presented by Ezekiel before the fall of Jerusalem. (3) The mental and 
spiritual effect upon the Jewish colony of the fall of Jerusalem and the 
coming of new captives to Babylon. (4) Typical speeches representing 
Ezekiel's efforts to restore courage. (5) Ezekiel's solution of the problem 
of a God without a city. 

Questions for discussion. — (1) If Jerusalem had not been destroyed 
would the Hebrews ever have thought of God as outside of Jerusalem ? 
(2) Do great disasters sometimes lead to greater good than preceded 
the apparent misfortune ? Discuss examples. 

A second program dealing with Isaiah of Babylon may be: (1) A 
study of the ancient world and the events immediately preceding and 
closely following the conquest of Cyrus the Great. (2) The great pur- 
pose of Isaiah of Babylon as set forth in selected chapters. (3) Isaiah's ar- 
raignment of idols and idolatry. (4) Isaiah's doctrine of the "Servant 
of Jehovah." (5) Reading and discussion of 52:13 — 53:12. (6) Selec- 
tions from Israel's poets reflecting the conditions and spirit of the Exile. 

Question for discussion. — Was the task of Isaiah, or of Moses in 
Egypt, the greater. 

REFERENCE READING 

Driver, Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament, pp. 230-46 and 
chap, v; also pp. 318-21; McFadyen, An Introduction to the Old Testament, 
pp. 129-39, 162-77, I93~9S; Smith, Old Testament History, pp. 291-343; 
Kent, History of the Jewish People, Vol. I, chaps, i and ii; Wade, Old Testament 
History, pp. 383-94, 452-64; George Adam Smith, Isa., chaps, xl-lxvi (Exposi- 
tors' Bible) ; Bennett, The Religion of the Post-Exilic Prophets, chaps, i-iv and 
vii; Chamberlin, The Hebrew Prophets, chaps, xii and xiii; Driver, Isaiah, His 
Life and Times, chaps, iii, iv, and v; The Century Bible, the Cambridge Bible 
for Schools and Colleges, volumes on Ezekiel and Isaiah ; The Bible for Home 
and School, volume on Isaiah. 

Articles will be found in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, four-volume and 
one-volume editions, under the following titles: "Ezekiel," "Israel," "Baby- 
lonia," "Nebuchadrezzar," "Chebar," "Isaiah," "Idolatry," "Images," 
"Cyrus," "Tel Abib," "Chaldea," "Lydia," "Medes." 



